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1
The Pope’s Visit to India

His Holiness John Paul Il, easily the most travelled Pope in history,
will pay a visit to India in February 1986. The Christians of India will
give a warm reception to the Pope in so far as the Roman Catholic
Church permits that. So will the general public of this land, despite
considerable opposition on the part of some Hindu groups.

The Pope is coming to India on a pastoral, not a political visit. He is
first and foremost a religious leader, the head of the largest and most
international of the Christian churches. He is, however, much more.
Not merely because he is also technically the head of the Vatican
State; but primarily because he is a symbol of the west and all that it
has stood for in history. He is the successor of the Popes who gave
authority over the whole world to the Kings or Queens of Spain and
Portugal, and before that of Popes like Adrian IV (fl 1157) and Inno-
cent Il (fl 1198) who claimed that all royal or state authority was sub-
ordinate to the pontifical authority of the Pope. Was it not Pope Boniface
VIII (1296-1302) who made that stupendous claim that both temporal
and spiritual rule “are in the power of the Church; namely the spiritual
and material swords; the one, indeed, to be wielded for the Church,
the other by the Church; the former by the priest, the latter by the hand
of Kings and Knights, but at the will and sufferance of the priest™? (Bull
(lericis Laicos, 25th February 1296).

| wonder if Pope John Paul Il will say anything about what was
done in India by the representatives of his predecessors like Arch-
bishop Menezes of Goa at the end of the 16th century. As far as Indi-
ans are concerned, our first taste of western imperialism bears the
stamp of the Popes’ approval. Not the present pope, of course. But it
will be interesting to hear if the present Pope has anything to say
about what Archbishop Alexis de Menezes, who combined the two
swords in himself, (was he not also the delegate of the Portuguese
King?) did to the people of India four hundred years ago. Before
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Menezes John du Albuguerque was Archbishop of Goa while his
brother was Viceroy of the King of Portugal, both under the ‘padroado’
or ‘patronage’ granted by Pope Leo X in 1514 to the Kings of Portugal
over lands to be conquered in Africa and Asia.

Would the Pope, on his visit to India, be gracious enough, if not to
apologize for what his predecessors have done to India, at least to
condemn imperialism and neo colonialism? Many people in India look
upon the Pope as the spiritual head of the community which still prac-
tices imperialism and neo - colonialism in sophisticated modern forms.
Would the Pope’s speeches show that he is aware of this fact?

We look forward to the Pope’s visit with great anticipation. If he
shows real sensitivity to the points that still hurt Indians, both Christian
and non-Christian, in the role of the west vis - a - vis the Indian sub-
continent, he may even win our hearts. Will he have a good word to
say about the Non-Aligned Movement, and the leadership India is giv-
ing to that movement? The Pope obviously does not agree with the
non-aligned position on South Africa, the Middle East or Central
America, which is almost identical with the position of the World Coun-
cil of Churches on these matters. Will he at least make a diplomatic tip
of his hat to the N. A. M.? It will be interesting to see.

As for the non-Roman Christians of India, who are now almost two
fifths of the Christian population of India, are concerned, they will be
friendly to the Pope as head of a sister Church. They will co-operate
with Roman Catholics in showing honour and hospitality to the Pope.
They will keep wondering: (a) whether the Pope’s visit will make him a
greater advocate of international socio-economic justice than he now
is;

b) whether the Pope’s visit will mark a melting point in the fairly
frozen ecumenical attitudes of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in this
country;

and (c) whether the Pope will only teach or also learn from this land
of the rishis and sages. (Editorial, Star of the East, Dec., 1985)
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2
The Jarring Note

The text of the address of welcome delivered by His Holiness
Catholicos Mar Thoma Mathews | on the occasion of the visit to
Kottayam of His Holiness John Paul Il, according to a section of the
English Press in India, struck a jarring note. The speech, which was
otherwise courteous and respectful, used expressions like “If only all
could stop sheep-stealing and abjure proselytism!”. The Catholicos
expressed the hope “that the dialogue will begin. We hope that prose-
lytism would stop. We hope that Catholics and Orthodox can work
together in serving the nation and in dialogue with people of other
faiths.”

The jarring note, of course, referred to words like sheep-stealing
and proselytism. The text of the speech is self explanatory. Those
who know the history of the Christian Church in Kerala since the com-
ing of the Portuguese and Spanish Roman Catholics in the 15th, 16th
and 17th Centuries, know that Roman Catholic proselytism among
the Orthodox has been the main source of the growth of the Catholic
Church in Kerala.

The largest and perhaps the first Uniat Roman Catholic Church
was formed in Persia and Kerala in the 16th century. Historically it is
clear that the Malabar (or Chaldean) Rite, especially later through the
Carmelite Mission of Mary Immaculate, drew millions of Orthodox
people into the Catholic faith. Since 1930, when the other, the smaller
Malankara (or Antiochene) Rite was formed, hundreds of thousands
of Orthodox people have been drawn into the Roman Communion
through the offer of various enticements.

The Orthodox Church has often complained to the Roman Catho-
lic Church, since ecumenical relations between Catholics and Ortho-
dox became possible in the sixties of our century, about the proselytiz-
ing activities of the Malankara Rite. We have not had occasion to com-
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plain about the Malabar Rite, because since the Malankara Rite came
into being 56 years ago, the Malabar Rite has lost out in proselytism.
The Malankara Rite uses identical liturgical rites with the Orthodox,
and can more easily tempt them than the Malabar Rite which uses a
heavily latinised Chaldean or Persian or East Syrian liturgy.

Our complaints about the Malankara Rite to the Vatican have al-
ways brought forth sympathetic and positive verbal responses, but the
proselytising activities go on unabated. In direct personal confrontation
with prelates of the Malankara Rite, the Orthodox elicited the response
that Rome cannot decide policy for the Malankara Rite, and that the
Malankara rite has its raison-d-'etre in seeking to bring all Orthodox
into communion with Rome.

What lies behind the jarring note is the conviction on the part of
leading circles in the Indian Orthodox Church that Pope John Paul Il
himself secretly and openly supports Uniatism and proselytism among
the Orthodox, especially among the Oriental Orthodox.

Corroboration for this conviction has come since the Pope’s
Kottayam visit from two sources. One was Pope John Paul II's speech
on the occasion of his visit (February, 1986) to the headquarters of the
Archbishop of the Malankara Rite in Trivandrum. The Pope not only
did not counsel the Malankara Rite to refrain from proselytizing among
the Orthodox nor asked them to direct their activities to non-believers.
His Holiness in fact praised without reservation the activities and de-
velopment of the Malankara Rite. The speech left no doubt that the
Pope totally approved the proselytizing activities of this Uniat group.

A second element of corroboration for the conviction that the Pope
himself is committed to Uniatism, sheep stealing and proselytism comes
from Ethiopia where one finds the largest oriental Orthodox Church
with more than 22 million members. Until a few years ago, this Church
was partly protected from Roman Catholic proselytism by the policy of
the Imperial Ethiopian government. The new revolutionary government
in Ethiopia does not grant any position of privilage to any particular
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religion - Orthodox Christians, Muslims, Roman Catholics, Protestants
or Jews. The government recognizes that the largest segment of
Ethiopia’s 42 millions belongs to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, but
the Revolutionary Law of the land has no provision against proselytism.

Even though the Roman Catholic Church as a whole is passiona-
tely opposed to the Ethiopian Revolutionary government and seeks its
eventual over-throw, she has decided to make use of the law to freely
engage in renewed activities of proselytism and sheep-stealing among
the Orthodox. The first public action of Pope John Paul Il to support
these new activities was to name a Roman Catholic Cardinal for the
minuscule Uniat Church in Ethiopia.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church has taken public umbrage at
some of the pronouncements of the new Cardinal. Chief among these
statements are his claims that granting a Cardinalate to Ethiopia is
honouring the whole nation, and that this is the first time in its 1600
years of continuous history that it is so honoured. From the perspec-
tive of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church the latter claim implies that it
was the Roman Catholic Church in Ethiopia that has this 1600 year
history, and that the Pope had always authority in Ethiopia to grant
Cardinalates. This the Ethiopian Orthodox most vigorously refute, as
they have done in the Church newspaper Zena Beta Christian of Yeka
tit 30th, 1978 (1986). A Roman Catholic Pope had no authority what-
soever in Ethiopia until the Portuguese and Spanish conquerors and
Jesuit missionaries began invading Ethiopia in the 16th century. The
granting of a Cardinalate to the minuscule Uniat group in Ethiopia is
an undue honour given, not to Ethiopia as a nation, but to the despi-
cable activity of proselytism and sheep-stealing in which members of
that Uniat group freely and with renewed vigour now engage themsel-
Ves.

The Ethiopian Church newspaper recalls two bad experiences in
the past. First is the sixteenth century conversion of Ethiopian King
Sosenyos to Roman Catholicism at the persuasion of Alfonso Mendez



10 Pope John Paul Il and Indian Orthodox Church

and other Portuguese Jesuits. The people revolted against the King
until Sosenyos, seven years later, repented and returned to the Ortho-
dox Church. Second comes the memory Pope Pius XII blessing
Mussolini's fascist soldiers and armaments which raped Ethiopia in
1935. It was during the Italian occupation of Ethiopia that the Uniat
Church there began to grow. The newspaper uses strong language
about the new Cardinal, quoting our Lord, “Amen, Amen. | say to you,
he who does not enter the sheep-fold by the door but climbs in by
another way, that man is a thief and a robber” (St. John 10:1).

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church suspects that the Roman Catholic
Church is using its relief operations during the current drought as a
means of proselytism. Those operations are massive, wide-spread
and providing vast opportunities for contact with the Ethiopian people.
They are asking the question: “Do these vast opportunities provide
the apt occasion for naming a Cardinal for Ethiopia, so that he can
command the resources for large scale proselytism?”

The Ethiopian newspaper concludes with the observation that the
assurances given by Roman Catholic theologians ten years ago that
Uniatism is a thing of the past, do not hold any longer. Those assur-
ances were clear and unequivocal at the Vienna conversations (1972-
78) organized by Pro Oriente, the Roman Catholic foundation started
by Cardinal Koenig. Theologians admitted that Uniatism was based
on a wrong Roman ecclesiology. Now the Pope himself seems to be
going back to that same Uniatism which Roman Catholic theologians
ten years ago abjured.

This is not the end of the justification for the jarring note in the
Kottayam address of the Catholicos to the Pope. There is a story be-
hind it which is much more painful. It is the story of three Kerala Ro-
man Catholic Bishops calling on the Catholicos in October 1985, and
persuading him to join the Roman Catholic Church, with the hardly
veiled offer that the Pope during His visit a few months later to India,
would be willing to declare the Catholicos as some kind of Patriarch of
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all the St. Thomas Christians in India. This was an offer summarily
rejected by the Catholicos and his fellow-bishops in October, 1985.

The Pope during His Kottayam visit in February 1986, virtually re-
peated the offer personally to the Catholicos of the East when he said:
‘| am Pope of Rome; You are Pope of er ... er ... Kottayam.” Is the
Pope himself a Shepherd-stealer? That question remains to be an-
swered.

(Editorial, Star of the East, March, 1986)
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3

Address of H. H. Baselius Marthoma
Mathews | Catholicos of the East

(Welcoming H. H. Pope John Paul Il at Mar Elia Cathedral,
Kottayam, 8 February 1986)

Your Holiness, Pope John Paul Second, Our Highly Esteemed and
Beloved Brother in the Lord.

It is with immense joy in Christ that we welcome Your Holiness to
our city and to our church. We are indeed most grateful to Your Holi-
ness, for gracing our humble abode with your presence and for ac-
cepting the invitation extended on the occasion of our most memo-
rable visit to your residence in Rome in June 1983.

You do us a singular honour - honour to our small church of less
than two million members, honour to the memory of our founder and
father in Christ, the Holy Apostle Thomas, and honour to us the holy
Apostle’s unworthy successor. The martyr blood of St. Thomas was
spilled in this great land more than nineteen hundred years ago. His
bones were once interred in this soil. Today his successor is privi-
leged, for the first time in history to welcome here the successor of the
holy Apostles Peter and Paul. Blessed be the name of the Lord our
God.

Five centuries ago, there was but one undivided Christian church
in this land. The children of St. Thomas were one flock, united, one
with the undivided church of all ages and all places. Today the children
of St. Thomas are sadly divided. All the divisions of the west have
been brought to us by our Christian brothers from the west. Once we
were one church in India, welcoming all who came to us from outside
India in the name of Christ, as members of the one Body of Christ. It
was thus that we welcomed the Portuguese too in the sixteenth cen-
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tury, with such consequences.

Alas, who will restore that unity to us? Who will heal these centu-
ries - old wounds? How deeply we yearn for that unity with all Chris-
tians! If only all could stop sheepstealing and abjure proselytism! If
only we could meet sincerely as separated brothren and talk to each
other as brothers and sisters! If only the spirit of Vatican Two would
prevail in this land!

Your Holiness’ visit gives us new hope. Here in India we need help
- help to stop proselytising and start dialoguing. We need to come to a
common understanding of our common history and of the factors that
divide Orthodox and Catholics. We need to celebrate together that
which we hold in common, the faith of our fathers in the three ecu-
menical synods of Nicea, Constantinople and Ephesus.

More than fourteen years ago, our esteemed brother Cardinal
Koenig of Vienna took the initiative to bring together theologians from
the ancient Oriental Orthodox churches and the Roman Catholic Church
at a global level. From 1972 to 1979 the theologians met four times in
Vienna to discuss thoroughly what we hold together as well as what
keeps us apart. They produced a thousand pages of documentation.
They found agreement on most areas, and isolated the basic disagree-
ments. At the request of Cardinal Koenig, our Episcopal Synod stud-
ied these documents. We wrote to our brothers in the Catholic Bish-
ops Conference of India suggesting a Joint Commission in India to
study these papers together. That was five years ago. We are still
waiting for a response.

On more than one occasion we have raised, with Your Holiness
personally, and with other authorities in your church, the issue of
proselytism. We were told that the Second Vatican Council had dis-
couraged Roman Catholic proselytism among the Orthodox. In the
presence of our representatives, some Indian Catholic prelates were
told, by authorities from the Vatican, that the Orthodox Church is not a
mission field for them. But these prelates continue using questionable
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methods to draw our people away to your church.

Your Holiness’ present visit gives us new hope. We hope that the
dialogue will begin. We hope that proselytism will stop. We hope that
Catholics and Orthodox can work together in serving the nation and in
dialogue with people of other faiths. Your Holiness has already stressed
the importance of such dialogue with other faiths. We hope it can de-
velop soon. It is so important for the unity of our nation.

There is so much need and suffering in our world. In this land mil-
lions go hungry and fail to find adequate food, shelter and clothing.
Millions have yet to learn to read and write. Millions fail to get sufficient
health care. We could work together to serve these.

The clouds of war are far from dispelled. The Damocles’ sword of a
nuclear holocaust still hangs over the human race. Humanity wastes
its science and technology, its knowledge and skills, as well as its
God-given resources, on war and profit. We should work together to
make the earth free from nuclear weapons and to make the space
above our heads free from all weapons of war. Space must become
the common property of humanity, to be used for the benefit of all, for
peaceful purposes. A huge effort is needed to rescue science and
technology from captivity to war and profit, and to apply them to the
eradication of poverty, illhealth, ignorance and injustice. We can work
together in this field with all people of goodwill everywhere.

The power balance and trade relations between nations have be-
come extremely unjust. Many nations are sinking in the sea of debt.
North - South dialogue has failed to produce just solutions. Your Holi-
ness, as the spiritual leader of the west, we hope you will use your
good offices to bring better justice to international economic and politi-
cal relations, to ensure that outsiders do not interfere in the internal
affairs of a nation, and to permit nations to follow their own path of
development without joining any bloc or alignment of nations.

Our hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ, our common Master. May His
love be the light that leads us all. May peace with justice come to the
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whole of humanity. May the poor rejoice and praise the Lord. May
oppression and injustice cease, and may the world pursue the ways of
peace with justice. May nations learn war no more. May the peoples
of the world learn to live together as one humanity, in mutual trust and
service to each other.

May the prayer of our Lord be fulfilled - that we all may be one. May
His kingdom come.

Thank you for coming to see us. Please accept these humble to-
kens of our love and esteem.

(Star of the East, March, 1986)
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5
THE VATICAN RESPONDS

Before publishing in the Star certain facts behind the ‘jarring note’
in the Catholicos’ welcome to the Pope last February, we had written a
friendly letter to His Eminence John Cardinal Willebrands, giving him
a full account of the facts. Cardinal Willebrands, the President of the
Secretariat for Unity in the Vatican, is a trusted friend of the Orthodox
Churches, and his reply, which we publish in this issue in anticipation
of his gracious permission to do so, seeks to respond to several of the
points raised by us.

We are also publishing in these columns the text of His Holiness
Pope John Paul II's own statement to the Roman Curia on Christian
Unity. The Speech focuses on “ecumenical action for the union of
Christians.” The occasion is the Silver Jubilee of the founding in 1960
of the Secretariat for Christian Unity by Pope John XXIII of blessed
memory. Pope John Paul stressed both the special responsibility which
he felt he had as bishop of Rome to promote that Unity, as well as the
joint responsibility of other Roman Catholic bishops and the Roman
Curia to collaborate with the Pope in this task.

The Pope also specifically says, appearances to the contrary, that
it is not the intention of the Roman Catholic Church to put a brake on
the ecumenical movement. The Pope only objects to “facile solutions
which do not arrive at anything stable and solid.”

He also mentions specifically the particular importance of dialogue
with the Orthodox, naming the Orthodox Patriarchs Dimitrios
(Constantinople), Shenouda (Egypt) and Ignatius Zakka (Syria).

The Pope also speaks about the need for the Church to breathe
with “both lungs” - the Eastern and Western.

With all this we are in general agreement, not with standing nu-
ances of difference in perception. We welcome the re-statement of
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commitment to the ecumenical movement made by Pope’ John Paul Il
in the speech on June 28th, 1985.

It was not our intention to put any obstacles in the way of the ecu-
menical relations between the Malankara Orthodox Church and the
venerable Roman Catholic Church. On the contrary we wanted to put
it on a solid base, not resorting to ‘facile solutions’ like the Liniatist
approach. We felt pained both by the lack of response to an official
call for dialogue from the Malankara Orthodox Church, and by the
continuance of proselytism by the uniat Churches.

Giving public expression to this pain may cause pain in turn to
others, but that is certainly not what is needed. We need to meet on an
equal footing, and as the Pope has counselled us, to be patient in
pursuing dialogue, not foreclosing it by uniatist proposals which are
humiliating and insulting.

Now that the pain has been expressed on both sides, let us move
on to co-operate in carrying out the decision of the two churches, on
the basis of a proposal by the Malankara Orthodox Church, to setup a
joint commission both for theological dialogue and for commonly con-
sidering grievances against each other.

That way we should be able to rise above mutual recriminations
and to begin a dialogue in love and truth, with mutual respect, and in
the unity of prayer.

(Editorial, Star of the East, June 1986)
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Appendix 1
Address of H. H. Pope John Paul |l

in reply to the welcome address of H. H. Baselius Marthoma
Mathews 1, Catholicos of the East.

Your Holiness,
Dear Friends and Brothers in the Lord,

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fel-
lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:13).

1. Itis a joy for me to greet you with these words of faith and hope
which were addressed by Saint Paul to the Christians of Corinth.
Blessed be the Spirit of God who has filled us with his love and who
guides us into the fullness of truth.

It is this same Spirit which plants in the hearts of the baptized
throughout the world a desire to come together in perfect unity to ac-
complish the will of Jesus expressed in his prayer to his Father: “That
they may be one so that the world may believe” (Jn. 17:21). We must
first of all give thanks for the rapprochement which has come about
between our Churches in recent years.

2. The visit that Your Holiness paid to me three years ago marked
an important stage on our journey towards greater unity with one an-
other and with Christ. It is with gratitude that | recall both our meeting
and your pilgrimage to the tombs of the Apostles Peter and Paul. You
then addressed to me words that were full of hope and of fraternal
love: “It is our task” you said, “to repent and to recreate history in
accordance with the will of the Lord.” We are now in the process of
fulfilling the Lord’s will-a process of which our meeting today, although
brief, is a sure sign. We cannot tarry in our journey towards unity; our
separations-like all separations among those who believe in Christ-
are an obstacle to the spreading of the Gospel and to the fulfilment of
our calling.
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| know that Your Holiness has expressed on various occasions
your desire to see progress in the fraternal relations between Catho-
lics and Syrian Orthodox in India. As | said to you when you made
your historic visit to the Church of Rome: “Ecumenism on the local
level has decisive importance for the general promotion of the unity of
all Christians. Unity is a distinctive mark of the Christian community.
Division in its various expressions tarnishes it, sometimes compro-
mises it” (AAS 75 (1983), pp. 1029-1030).

With you | desire that our Churches may soon find effective ways
of resolving the urgent pastoral problems that face us, and that we
may progress together in brotherly love and in our theological dia-
logue, for it is by these means that reconciliation among Christians
and reconciliation in the world can come about. | can assure you that
the Catholic Church, with the commitment she made at the Second
Vatican Council, is ready to participate fully in this enterprise.

The joy of greeting you and your delegation here in this holy place,
Your Holiness, nourishes our hope and our prayer. May the Lord has-
ten the day when, having overcome the differences that stand be-
tween us, we may celebrate the Eucharist together, at his holy altar.

| thank you for this meeting, and | implore the blessing of Almighty
God on Your Holiness and on the clergy and people of your Church.
Be assured of my love in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(Star of the East, March, 1986)
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Appendix 2
A LETTER FROM CARDINAL
WILLEBRANDS
SECRETARIATUS
AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOVENDAM
Prot. N. 1798/86/ e 13th June, 1986

HIS EMINENCE DR. PAULOS MAR GREGORIOS
Metropolitan of Delhi and the North

Orthodox Seminary, P. O. Box 98

Chungom, Kottayam - 686001, Kerala, India

Your Eminence,

| read your letter of 4th April last and the text you enclosed very
carefully.

| wish first of all to thank you for the frankness with which you
explained to me what has been described as the “jarring note” in the
address of H. H. your Catholicos to Pope John Paul Il at their recent
meeting.

| can assure you that | will seek concrete information on whether,
among the Churches of India, there are still activities which approxi-
mate more or less to proselytism and for which Catholics must take
their share of responsibility. Our common ecumenical task must be to
create that climate of fraternal confidence which will enable us to dis-
cuss together the difficulties that such activities cause for us as we
journey towards full communion. As you doubtless already know, |
have recently written to H. H. the Catholicos Mar Baselius Mar Thoma
Mathew | to let him know that the Secretariat for Promoting Christian
Unity is ready, in the name of the Roman Catholic Church, to join with
you in setting up a joint dialogue commission between our two Churches
involving Catholic bishops and theologians from India as well as mem-
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bers of our Secretariat. Such a Commission would enable us to con-
front the difficulties which exist at local level and to seek to resolve
them by being sensitive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and to the
love which the Holy Spirit engenders between us.

The particularly important point that is raised in your letter and in
the note which accompanied it concerns the ecumenical commitment
of the Holy Father, It does not seem to me just to doubt the sincerity of
his ecumenical engagement on the basis of a few words of the Pope
quoted out of context. In the course of his pastoral journey, address-
ing himself to different Catholic communities in India, the Holy Father
was concerned to take account of their pastoral history and of their
present situation. He in no way wished to encourage practices which
might be in contradiction with the ecumenical intentions of the Catho-
lic Church, intentions which were set out in the Second Vatican Coun-
cil and solemnly confirmed by the recent Extraordinary Synod of Bish-
ops.

Pope John Paul I, in his important address to the Roman Curia, of
28th June, 1985 (of which I enclose a copy), repeated what has been
a continuous theme since his election as bishop of Rome: “I must
affirm that the Catholic Church is committed to the ecumenical move-
ment with an irrevocable decision, and it desires to contribute to it with
all its possibilities. For me, the bishop of Rome, that constitutes one of
the pastoral priorities. It is an obligation which | have to carry outin a
particular way, precisely by virtue of the pastoral responsibility which
pertains to me. This movement is stirred by the Holy Spirit, and | con-
sider myself to be profoundly responsible in its regard.”

By his words and actions, Pope John Paul Il shows clearly that his
ecumenical commitment, carried out in accordance with his proper
responsibility, is precisely the commitment undertaken by the Catholic
Church at the Second Vatican Council. The Council made it clear that
the Catholic Church sees the Orthodox Churches as “Sister Churches”
and wishes to affirm by that term the reality of a communion in the
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mystery of Christ which continues to unite our Churches - especially in
virtue of our having the same sacraments - in spite of serious differ-
ences that persist between us.

Today our endeavour is to reach full expression of that commun-
ion through prayer and fraternal dialogue.

If in the past, groups of Christians, following their conscience and
religious conviction, have desired to be in full communion with the
Church of Rome, we have to acknowledge that this took place in cir-
cumstances very different from those of today, circumstances which
varied very much from one country to another, and it must be appreci-
ated that a new theological approach has been developed in light Of
the Second Vatican Council. The Pope could not deprive such Chris-
tians of his pastoral care, nor of his guidance and encouragement.
Those Christians, under the guidance of their bishops and priests,
entered into full communion with the Church of Rome, which felt it had
to respect their own traditions. This fact has unfortunately - and the
Catholic Church recognizes this - caused a rupture with your Church
and hence new tensions between it and the Catholics. But our Church
cannot fail also to recognize the vitality of the communities composed
of those Christians, and the witness they bear today to the Gospel of
Christ. It is clear that the very fact of their communion with the See of
Rome obliges them to make their own the ecumenical commitment of
the Second Vatican Council. In the light of the doctrine of the Second
Vatican Council on the Church and its consequences for the ecumeni-
cal movement it must be said that the Catholic Church has developed
today new forms of relations in dialogue with your Church; these open
the perspective and the way for new patterns of relationship between
us and for the unity we seek together.

In the same spirit we must understand that the nomination of the
Catholic Archbishop of Addis Ababa as Cardinal can in no way be
interpreted as a means of encouraging proselytism. In naming His
Excellency Mgr Tsadua, the Holy Father wished to incorporate into
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the College of Cardinals a competent collaborator from a tradition other
than the Latin one and from a country sorely tried by famine. It is not
surprising that the Catholic Church in Ethiopia felt that this was a par-
ticular honour. We cannot exclude that some activities take place from
time to time which seem to contradict a true ecumenical spirit. How-
ever, the recent visit to Rome of an ecumenical Ethiopian delegation
also bore witness to fraternal relations and real collaboration. This
delegation was headed by Archbishop Gerima for the Church of Ethio-
pia, Cardinal Tsadua for the Catholic Church and Pastor Ato for the
Evangelical Church of Mekane Jesus. In this initiative we saw an en-
couraging sign for the progress of ecumenism in that country.

| firmly hope that the early creation of a joint commission in India, in
accordance with the frequently expressed desire of His Holiness your
Catholicos, and our Holy Father the Pope, will facilitate the gradual
resolution of the difficulties that persist at the local level and enable us
to go forward, in brotherly love and mutual respect, to full communion.
| pray that the Holy Spirit may inspire our Churches and guide them
into the fullness of truth and into peace.

| assure Your Eminence of my fraternal good wishes.
(sd)
Johannes Cardinal Willebrands
President
(Editorial, Star of the East, June 1986)
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